
As part of its contract with the
University of North Texas, the
Texas State Historical

Association agreed to raise $500,000 in
support of a $1.5 million endowment to
create a chair in Texas History. At its
annual meeting in March, the
Association proudly announced that J. P.
Bryan, the leader of the Texas State
Historical Association’s fundraising
efforts, secured pledges of $600,000 to
create the Lone Star Chair in Texas
History.

In addition to himself, J. P. Bryan has
confirmed the following donors to the
Lone Star Chair: Jeff Haynes of Alpine,
Monroe Garrison of Houston, Margaret
Vonder Hoya of Dallas, and Chris
Reeder of Dallas. Their pledges fulfill
TSHA’s initial obligation to the
University of North Texas, but J. P.
Bryan is still working on adding addi-
tional donors. The Association is most
grateful to J. P. Bryan and to all the

donors for the Lone Star in Texas
History Chair. 

J. P. Bryan’s star has long shone
brightly with TSHA. He was TSHA
president for the year 1982–1983, estab-
lished the Mary Jon and J. P. Bryan
Leadership in Education Award that is
presented annually by the TSHA to an
outstanding Texas History educator, and
chaired the TSHA Auction of the
Century in 2006. J. P. wrote the fore-
word for the award-winning At the Heart
of Texas, by Rick McCaslin. His roots in
the history of the state can be traced to
Emily Austin Bryan Perry, sister of
Stephen F. Austin. J. P.’s interest in Texas
history was instilled by his father, J. P.
Bryan Sr., TSHA president 1965–1967,
and by his Aunt Hally Bryan Perry, and
was encouraged by former Association
director, H. Bailey Carroll. 

When the TSHA chose to affiliate
with the University of North Texas, the
decision was due, in part, to the institu-

tion’s dedication to Texas History
research. The endowed Chair will sup-
port a professorship in the field of Texas
History at UNT, which is important to
the future of TSHA and the university
in their ability to attract and retain lead-
ing scholars. 

A formal ceremony is planned later
this year to commemorate the establish-
ment of the Lone Star in Texas History
Chair. 

“We are immensely grateful to J. P.
Bryan and the Lone Star in Texas
History Chair donors for their generous
and visionary gifts,” said TSHA
Executive Director J. Kent Calder. 

Randolph B. “Mike” Campbell,
TSHA Chief Historian and UNT
Regents Professor of History added,
“These gifts to fund the Chair in Texas
History will stimulate new scholarship
and thinking and will contribute to
increased understanding of Texas 
history and culture.”
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Donor Gifts to Create Texas History Chair at UNT

J. P. Bryan, leader of TSHA fundraising
efforts

University of North Texas campus, courtesy of UNT
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More than 650
history scholars
and enthusiasts

assembled for the 113th
Annual Meeting on March
26–28, 2009, at the Palmer
Events Center in Austin.
The meeting included thir-
ty-three informational ses-
sions covering a wide range
of Texas history. In addition,
an array of events—presenta-
tions, award presentations,
receptions, and banquets—
contributed to the memo-
rable meeting.

At noon on Thursday, the festivities began with the
Women in Texas History Luncheon. Mary Kelley presented
the Liz Carpenter Award to Bruce Glasrud and Merline Pitre,
co-editors of  Black Women in Texas History. Then, noted
author, TSHA Fellow, and St. Edwards University professor,
Paula Mitchell Marks discussed “When Will the Weary War

Be Over?: The Civil War Letters of
the Maverick Family of San Antonio.”
Dr. Marks recognized several mem-
bers of the Maverick family she had
invited to attend the luncheon and
hear her address. 

Hosted jointly by the Texas A&M
University History Department, Texas
A&M University Press, and TSHA,
the Presidential Reception was held
Thursday evening to recognize
incoming President Walter L.
Buenger.

Early Friday morning, Richard B.
McCaslin, Chair of the History
Department at the University of

North Texas, described obstacles he encountered in
“Collectors’ Challenge from the Dark Corner of the
Confederacy: The Great Hanging at Gainesville, Texas” at
the Book Lovers’ and Texana Lovers’ Breakfast.

At noon Friday, Second Vice-President Dianne Powell
presided at the Fellows Luncheon.  Eleven awards and fellow-

2009 ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

TSHA Meeting in Austin

Fran Vick receives the Humanities Texas Award from Michael
Gillette and congratulations from Representative Myra
Crownover.
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Joyce Roach congratulates 2009 Fellows (l to r) Stephen L. Hardin, Joyce Roach, Patrick Cox, and Merline Pitre.
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